Houston Chronicle (TX) - August 19, 1988

Deceased Name: Mother of Chronicle arts editor dies

Joy Crutchfield Holmes, 92, the mother of Houston Chronicle Fine Arts Editor Ann Holmes, died Thursday in Twelve Oaks Hospital after a long illness. 

Born in Birmingham, Ala., and recently of La Porte, Holmes was the daughter of Stapleton Crutchfield of Fredericksburg, Va., and Mary Lee Van Hoose of Tuscaloosa, Ala. Her stepfather, Keating L. Simons, was once vice president and general manager of United Gas here. 

Holmes' son, 1st Lt. Frederick Keating Holmes, was killed in action as a B-25 pilot over the Marianas Islands during World War II. Her husband, Frederick E. Holmes, who also preceded her in death, was a longtime editorial and promotion staff member of Scripps Howard newspapers in El Paso and Birmingham. 

The family lived in El Paso, Birmingham and Austin and later moved to La Porte. 

Holmes was a descendant of a prominent Virginia family that included Gen. Hugh Mercer, an aide to George Washington during the American Revolutionary War, and Edgar Crutchfield, who rode with John Singleton Mosby's Confederate raiders in the Civil War. 

Holmes was a member of St. John's Episcopal Church, the Bayshore Garden Cub and Friends of the Library in La Porte. 

A memorial service will be held at 3 p.m. Monday at St. John's in La Porte. 

Memorial contributions can be made to the La Porte library.

